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ANN
LANDERS

Today Is Christmas

Thirteen years ago—the Ann Landers be-
m(vritingth!aeolmn—: produced a special
essay for Christmas Day. Reader response was ex-
tremely high and she has repeated the column annual-
ly, with topical modification. This is her Christmas
message for 1968.)

Today is Christmas. All about us we hear talk of|
peace on Earth, good will toward men. Yet we know, to

our sorrow, that there is no peace and in the hearts of|

many men, there is no good will.

A defeatist philosophy has threatened to capture our
young people. They complain that civilization is out of
joint. They threaten to resign from the human race.
They resent having to live in a dangerous and untidy
world they never made. But what generation ever made
the world it had to live in?

These are difficult times in which to live despxte
“progress” on every side. Everything is pasteurized,
homogenized, pressurized and psychoanalyzed. But
what progress have we made? Is it progress to spend
billions of dollars on missiles while children in many
parts of the world go to bed hungry? Is it progress|
when thermonuclear and biological war threatens to
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hunt down man wherever he is — to infect him, suf-
focate him or incinerate him?

This is the age of transition, the big cop-out, the
unwashed and the undressed. The blurring of the sexes.
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us down with eyes like hypodermic needles. Some fear
we are heading toward social decay—going the way
of the Romans and the Babylonians. Others applaud
the “new morality” and rejoice at the demise of
“phony puritanism.” They herald the sex revolutien
as symptomatic of a maturing society which will en-
courage creativity and promote better mental health.

Hippies are searching for drugs to “expand their
minds” when in reality, they have merely opted to
anesthetize themselves against the pain of growing up
and accepting responsibility. They blame The Establish-
ment for their anxiety and inability to meet the chal-
lenge when the central problem lies within themselves.

This raises some serious questions for which there
are no easy answers. In the words of the late David
Neiswanger of the Menninger Foundation:
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up to try again. death or injury may do so
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this opportunity to listen and to help. For there is no
greater satisfaction than to serve. And with God's
help I will continue to do my best. ANN LANDERS.

Ann Landers’ new book, “Truth Is Stranger . .
of her practical philosophy. $4.95 at bookstores,

Ann Landers will be glad to help you with your problems. Send
them to her In care of the Press-Herald, enclosing & stamped, self-
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